
Lower Primary Curriculum 

English 
ONIS promotes a high standard of language and literacy as these skills cut across and integrate most other 

subjects. Developing children’s spoken language, vocabulary, reading and writing is key in our lower primary 

classes. The children are encouraged to speak clearly, convey and justify ideas confidently, ask questions and 

communicate effectively with others through different focused activities for example presentations, class 

discussions, reciting poetry etc.  

Jolly Grammar is introduced in Class 1 and continued through Class 2, which builds on their previous 

knowledge from Jolly Phonics. Jolly Grammar is a weekly, systematic approach and helps children bring 

diversity to their writing through learning parts of speech, punctuation and improve their spellings focusing on 

specific sounds each week. It is really important for us as teachers to ensure we create inspirational ideas and 

a purpose for writing linked to the children’s own experiences.  

We place a strong focus on reading and developing children’s life-long love of reading. We emphasise on 

enhancing wider reading using the range of books in our library so children read, acquire and build on their 

knowledge and also for pleasure. When the children start to read, they work systematically through our 

reading scheme; which is a combination of ORT, Songbirds, Fireflies and Jolly Readers to ensure the children 

experience a range of books. Comprehension skills are continually built upon verbally and written throughout 

the lower primary to ensure they have an in-depth knowledge and can think beyond the text.  

 

Mathematics 
Children are encouraged to develop a positive attitude and interest in Mathematics and to be confident to 

always ‘have a go’. They develop many different skills for example mental fluency, reasoning, apply arithmetic 

to solve problems, understand and use measures and complete the cycle of collecting, presenting and 

analysing data etc.  

 

 

Science 
The aim is for children to explore the world around them through different activities and developing their 

ability to work scientifically. The children look at various topics for example: materials, animals, humans, 

plants, seasons, habitats etc. through first hand practical experiences where possible and secondary sources. 

One of the children’s favourite lessons are regular science experiments which develop a sense of excitement 

and curiosity about natural phenomena. It also develops their observational skills and encourages them to 

predict how things may behave.  

 

History 
The children focus on particular topics for example: Ancient Egypt, toys, famous people, castles and forts etc. 

Through these topics they develop an awareness of the past, ways of life, significant historical events, people 

and places and gain an understanding of a time line.  

 

Geography 
ONIS provides children with a high-quality Geography education which inspires them to be curious about 

people and the world around them. They develop an understanding of the diversity of people and places, look 

at human and natural resources, environments and processes. Our topics focus on locating significant places, 



physical and human features around the world and evolve their geographical and fieldwork skills. We also 

incorporate field trips when possible to support the curriculum.  

 

 

Art and Design 
The children develop their skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and design 

using a range of tools and materials. The aim is also to increase the children’s knowledge of great artists and 

the skills and techniques they used.  

 

Design and Technology 
We focus on the process of designing a product, making it and evaluating their own work building on technical 

knowledge. The children enjoy learning about food, staying healthy, where food comes from and especially 

practical cooking activities!  

 

Music 
Music is important to help children develop their creativity through singing, learning to play tuned and 

untuned instruments and listening to a range of music. We also offer individual piano and music theory 

lessons (see our After School Activities).   

 

Physical Education 
We encourage children to become physically confident and understand a healthy life style. They focus on 

mastering basic movements and improving their balance, agility and coordination through participating in 

competitive and cooperate activities.  

 

Computing 
It is important for children to have the opportunity to use technology integrated within the curriculum and to 

use technology safely and respectfully. (See our Computer lab under Learning Areas) 

 

Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) 
This area needs to be secure for maximum learning to take place and for children to lead healthy, happy lives. 

Children are encouraged to build their own independence, self-confidence and play and work together in 

groups. Each class has daily circle time filled with activities from games, storytelling, role play etc. to help 

children express themselves confidently and freely.  

 

Modern Foreign Languages 
We focus on regular French sessions taught by a native French speaker concentrating on conversational 

language.  
 


